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Europe’s path to climate neutrality 2050 
 

Europa SPD - Theses on the Fit for 55 package 
 
 
The German Constitutional Court recently issued a landmark ruling that climate protection 
measures must be implemented today to protect the freedoms of future generations. In the 
Netherlands, Shell was forced by the courts to curb its production because of overriding climate 
protection interests. In France, companies are being sued for compliance with their duty of 
care with regard to climate protection. Not only thousands of young people on the streets, but 
also the courts are demanding that politics and business adhere to the Paris Agreement. Alt-
hough they are taking on an important control and corrective function, it is time for the Mem-
ber States’ and European politics to take the reins of action again. With the "Fit for 55" 
package, we have now an opportunity to put our continent on a course towards climate neu-
trality that preserves the freedom of future generations and does not force them into radical 
abstinence. 
 
The agreement on the first EU climate law is an important cornerstone for this. True, we in the 
European Parliament have pushed for more ambition and a higher, Paris-compatible 2030 
reduction target. But the European Parliament can also claim some successes: For the first 
time, climate neutrality in 2050 is enshrined in law and negative emissions are foreseen. This 
path will be accompanied by a new scientific advisory board, which will critically examine the 
ambition. However, we need quick, big steps before 2030. The "Fit for 55" package offers a 
unique chance to comprehensively adapt European legislation to the requirements of 
the Paris Agreement and to breathe life into the "at least” of the climate law’s green-
house gas reduction target of “at least 55% by 2030". 
 
To achieve this, we propose an implementation of the EU climate law through the "Fit for 55" 
package along the following guiding principles: 
 
1. We need an assertive public transformation policy that does not rely on the market and does 
not shift responsibility to consumers.  
2. We must promote the transformation of mobility for a future-proof European automotive 
industry. 
3. The ETS must be strengthened and the targets in existing ETS sectors increased. 
4. The path to climate neutrality must be socially just. 
5. Protection against climate dumping from climate-damaging production in third countries is 
also part of a socially just transformation policy with Paris-compatible EU climate targets. 
6. Renewable energies have a future and the present. 
7. We have to tackle the climate and biodiversity crisis together. 
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1. We need an assertive public transformation policy that does not rely on the market 
and does not shift responsibility to consumers  
 
- The scope of the Climate Action regulation must be maintained and the targets for 

all EU member states must be increased.  
- GDP per capita should no longer be the main criterion to determine member states’ 

contributions, but consideration should also be given to where the greatest green-
house gas savings potential lies and where it can be achieved most efficiently, accom-
panied by additional financial support for the lowest-income member states. Instruments 
of solidarity-based target achievement via joint project development could help the member 
states with the greatest challenges to achieve the targets and contribute to ensuring that 
member states with lower per capita incomes can also make their important contribution to 
achieving the targets.  

- Offsets with allowances from the ETS and with credits from sinks in the land use 
and forestry sector covered by the LULUCF regulation must be abolished. We reject 
the creation of an AFOLU sector, i.e. the full integration of agriculture into the land use 
and forestry sector. The LULUCF sector should not be used to generate emission credits 
for other sectors to relieve them of their transformation and greenhouse gas reduction ef-
forts.  

- At the European level, ambitious targets of the member states must be flanked with coher-
ent climate policy legislation such as adjusted CO2 limits for cars or efficiency stand-
ards for buildings and supported by targeted funding instruments in order to promote 
innovation and social cohesion.  

- While comprehensive legislation has been introduced in the transport sector in recent years 
that have initiated a transformation that mitigates greenhouse gases, this is not yet fore-
seeable for emissions from buildings, agriculture and waste. In order to move towards 
climate neutrality in these areas as quickly as possible, the Commission must present 
legislative measures for these sectors as well.  

 
 
2. We must promote the transformation of mobility for a future-proof European automo-
tive industry 
 
- Greenhouse gas emissions from transport are far above climate-compatible levels, which 

is why the initiated transformation of mobility modes and automotive technology 
must be implemented decisively.  

- For the transport sector, climate neutrality also means: by 2050, combustion engines can 
by and large no longer drive on European roads. It is therefore clear that no more pas-
senger cars with internal combustion engines can be produced and registered in the 
EU around 2035. In order to set this path, the CO2 limits must be tightened, including 
the intermediate targets. The limits for heavy-duty vehicles must also be revised.  

- With these incentives and continued public support, battery cell production will become 
a fundamental part of the European automotive industry. In order for this to be built up 
in a sustainable way, recycling quotas for batteries must be geared to what is technically 
feasible. Tapping into local sources of raw materials offers the opportunity to keep a 
larger part of the entire vehicle value chain in Europe. Comprehensive European envi-
ronmental and human rights due diligence requirements must apply to imported ma-
terials as soon as possible.  

- For the transformation of the automotive and supplier industry to succeed, the (fast) charg-
ing infrastructure must be expanded across the EU mandatorily. The EU must sup-
port the transformation of vehicle production in competition law, state aid law and 
financially within the framework of an active industrial policy.  

- In the European Year of Rail, we also need more Europe-wide coordination for the 
modal shift in passenger and freight transport. 
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3. The ETS must be strengthened and the targets in existing ETS sectors increased 
 
- Electricity production must bear a significant share of fulfilling the 2030 target, as decar-

bonisation can be achieved particularly efficiently and quickly here. For this, the existing 
ETS must be tightened: Allowances must be limited much quicker, unnecessary free 
allocation must be phased out, especially in the sectors covered by a future carbon bor-
der adjustment mechanism. An appropriate floor price should stabilise the system and 
provide planning certainty on the business side. At the same time, the renewed ETS sys-
tem and the planned carbon border adjustment mechanism must continue to support our 
industry in its efforts to decarbonise and fully protect it against relocation of production or 
investments outside Europe due to less ambitious climate protection measures. 

- In aviation, existing free allocations must be drastically cut. Emissions trading must 
also be extended to shipping.  

- ETS revenues become an EU own resource to provide payment of interest and credits for 
the Next Generation EU recovery fund. We are committed to also expanding the innova-
tion and modernisation funds financed from ETS revenues that support the climate 
and social transformation. 

 
 
4 The path to climate neutrality must be socially just  
 
- Since a tightening of the ETS would probably make coal production in Germany uneco-

nomical by the early 2030s, transition funds for the German coalfields must be imple-
mented quickly.  

- We see a European emissions trading system for the mobility and heating sectors 
as being associated with a large number of problems. We consider the climate mitiga-
tion efficacy of this instrument to be low and the necessary regulatory support of e.g. rules 
on the division of rental cost increases between tenants and lessors to be unfeasible due 
to a lack of competence at European level. Moreover, achieving goals primarily through 
the price would mean excluding consumers if affordable and clean alternatives are not 
created at the same time. This would not be socially just, would divide society, exac-
erbate inequalities within and between EU member states and unjustifiably restrict 
fundamental rights. The costs of the climate neutrality transformation must not be merely 
passed on to consumers.  

- In addition to the general problem of CO2 pricing in these areas, there are, in our view, two 
further ETS-specific problems: uniform European pricing would cause a major imbal-
ance between citizens in member states with different purchasing power. The cor-
rection of this imbalance through redistributive measures is, in our view, only feasible to a 
limited extent. In addition, the price development would hardly be predictable, which would 
make planning more difficult for the economy, consumers and politics. We must avoid an 
upward price spiral with insufficient accompanying measures. 

- Transformation support from European funds, first and foremost the Just Transition 
Fund, the Modernisation and Innovation Funds, EU regional funding and programmes un-
der the Next Generation EU recovery fund, must be implemented quickly and effec-
tively. The Commission must present plans and initiatives for a just transition in all 
economic sectors facing the transformation, with the involvement of the social partners. 
With these plans, workers and affected regions have to be supported at European and 
national level. There is a need for an organised exchange of best practices between mem-
ber states and an assessment of stakeholder involvement in the development of recovery 
plans to ensure effective involvement.   

- For emerging new industries such as the hydrogen economy, education and training 
strategies must be promoted and good working conditions and wage levels ensured.  

- The socio-ecological transformation into the age of sustainability is a gigantic task. While 
the legal framework is often set at the European level, many of the accompanying 
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measures, above all measures promoting social equity, fall under the responsibility of other 
political levels. Low and middle income people need support, e.g. with the EU reno-
vation wave against energy poverty and for affordable, emission-free mobility. 
Money from revenues from an EU emissions pricing could also be used for this. The 
prerequisite for this is that significant funds are made available and that payment by 
the member states to the citizens is guaranteed. For this, all political levels must work 
together. 

 
 
5. Protection against climate dumping from climate-damaging production in third coun-
tries is also part of a socially just transformation policy with Paris-compatible EU cli-
mate targets 
 
- We therefore support the introduction of a carbon border adjustment mechanism 

(CBAM). The mechanism must protect against unfair competition from abroad, keep in-
dustry, value creation and jobs in the EU and prevent carbon leakage. It should also en-
courage third countries to adopt more ambitious climate protection measures. 

- At the same time, WTO rules must be respected and the polluter pays principle strength-
ened: Whoever pollutes the environment must pay for it - in- and outside the EU. Foreign 
producers would have to pay a surcharge for their goods at the EU borders if lower CO2 
costs for industry apply in the producing countries than in the EU. The CBAM must also be 
designed coherently with the ETS system and the free allocation contained therein. There 
must be no double protection for industry. At the same time, however, sufficient carbon 
leakage protection must be guaranteed at all times. The free allocation of ETS allow-
ances should therefore be reduced accordingly when the CBAM is introduced in the 
affected sectors and eventually abolished as soon as the CBAM takes full effect. 

- A carbon border adjustment mechanism should initially cover processed and unpro-
cessed goods from CO2-intensive sectors that are particularly exposed to interna-
tional competition, such as steel, chemicals, base metals, cement, fertilisers and energy 
production. In this context, it is crucial that circumvention of the CBAM by third countries is 
prevented, inter alia, by a comprehensive inclusion of product groups of the sectors men-
tioned. 

- The EU should accompany the introduction of a CO2 border adjustment with addi-
tional financial and technical support for climate neutrality transformation in devel-
oping and emerging countries, as well as coordinate with its trading partners and take 
up Vice-Chancellor Olaf Scholz's proposal for the establishment of an international cli-
mate club that is open to all states to join. 

 
 
6. Renewable energies have a future and the present 
 
- We firmly reject the classification and promotion of nuclear power as a sustainable 

form of energy.  
- Fossil gas must be completely replaced by renewable energy sources as soon as 

possible. Anything else would ignore the latest scientific findings on the full and above all 
short- to medium-term climate impact of methane on global warming. Financial support for 
gas by the public sector carries the risk of creating stranded assets and ties up resources 
that are urgently needed for climate-neutral investments.  

- Therefore, all efforts must be devoted to the expansion of renewable energies. In the 
Renewable Energy Directive, we need higher targets, more binding implementation and 
a broader scope: we need over 45% renewables of total energy demand across Europe 
in 2030.  
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- To achieve this, member states must meet nationally binding targets. The ambition 
must also be significantly increased in the heating/cooling sector and extended to 
industrial applications.   

- There must be no promotion of fossil energies through the back door; fossil energy 
sources must not be included in the Renewable Energies Directive as "low-carbon".  

- So far, the energy transition has been largely supported and implemented by citizens, co-
operatives and municipalities. We therefore firmly reject a further lowering of the thresh-
old for mandatory tendering. In order to make the best possible use of the limited space 
available, we call for a Europe-wide solar cell obligation for new public and commer-
cial buildings and in the course of major roof renovations.  

- With regard to the promotion of hydrogen, we must focus on hydrogen from renewable 
energies. By 2030 at the latest, this will be cheaper than hydrogen from fossil sources. We 
must prioritise the decarbonisation of existing applications in the chemical industry as well 
as in steel production, aviation and shipping. We cannot afford inefficient use of hydrogen 
and biofuels, especially in road transport and for heating, where more efficient alternatives 
exist. 

- We must use the reform of the Energy Taxation Directive to eliminate the unfair com-
petitive advantages of kerosene, gas and oil. Unanimity for decision-making must be 
abolished, as provided for in Article 192 TFEU. 

 
 
7. We have to tackle the climate and biodiversity crisis together  
 
- Therefore, the criteria for biomass for energy production must become stricter and be 

in line with the EU biodiversity strategy and the EU climate law. Close-to-nature forests, 
which are carbon sinks and places of high biodiversity, must be protected. Stem wood, 
wood from clear-cutting and biomass from Europe's last primary and old-growth 
forests and moors must not be used for energy generation. Furthermore, wood use 
must be subject to a strict cascade principle and power plants with a capacity of less 
than 20 megawatts should also be covered by the directive. 

- The LULUCF sector takes on a new importance with its inclusion in the new EU climate 
target for 2030. The target of the LULUCF regulation should be increased by increasing 
the target for the positive climate contribution of forests, grasslands and co. to over 300 Mt 
CO2eq by 2030. This could create incentives to protect nature and restore degraded eco-
systems. 
 

 

 


